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"Petition under article 203-D of the Constitution of Pakistan 1973"
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"In this spirit that this petition is being filed and the
petitioner believes that Allah and Prophet Muhanimad
(S.A. W{( will be pleased with all those who will strive to
achieve this noble case and will be displeased who will
show reluctant in the matter,
It is therefore, respectfull praved that a declaration may
be made to the effect that interest(Ribah (in all its forms
is Haram/prohibited in Islam and the Government of
Pakistan may be directed to take prompt measures for the
eradication of the evil of(Ribah( interest from the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan,"
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Until and unless a considerable amount
of really good quality work is available
in the field of Islamic theology or Kalam,
the hope of instilling in the intelligentsia
a deeply religious point of view can
never be realized.

After the development and reformulation
of religious and philosophical thought, the
second most essential task would be to
elaborate cogently in modern terminology
the teachings of Islam regarding the
practical aspects of life such as politics,
jurisprudence, culture, and economics. In
this connection, it was mentioned earlier
that during the past forty years or so some
commendable work was undertaken in
Egypt and the Indo-Pak subcontinent.
Both the Jamaat-e-Islami and Al-lkhwan
Al-Muslimoon have made ‘Islamic way of
the
central themes of their published work.
However, this should only be considered

life’ and ‘Social Justice in Islam’

as an appreciably good start in the right
direction. It must be pointed out here that
the current wave of plagiarism and
publishing the old material under new titles
will not at all serve the purpose.
Pamphletaeering by pseudo-scholars and
immature writers and sale of publications
among a particular group of people may
bring economic benefit to a few but surely
this will render no positive and lasting
service to Islam itself. In the world of today
in which people generally are pressed for

time, persons of high intellectual caliber

cannot possibly find time and leisure for
superficial and second-rate literature. It is
that

material is brought out, should be of high

therefore  imperative whatever

standard without necessarily being
voluminous. For this task as well, besides
critical knowledge of contemporary world
affairs and social sciences, a deep and
sound understanding of the Quran and
Sunnah is called for.

Ref: An excerpt from the English
translation of the Book ~uislid S adul”
"all Jual 8 i S:byDr Israr Ahmad (RAA);
“ISLAMIC RENAISSANCE: The Real
Task Ahead” [Translated by Dr. Absar

Ahmad]

End Notes:

1This refers to /mam Ghazali’'s book
“Refutation of Philosophers’in which he
the
philosophies of the eleventh century.
2Here the
IbnTaimiyya’'s book entitle “Attack on the

tried to refute rationalistic

allusion is to Imam
Logicians” in which he criticized and

conclusively refuted the arguments
advanced by the logicians of his time.

3These lectures were delivered at the
request of Madras Muslim Association
by Dr. Muhammad Igbal at Madras,
Hyderabad,
written around 1928-29. The last lecture:

“Is religion Possible?” was delivered in a

and Aligarh. They were

session of the Aristotelian Societly,

London, in December 1932.
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The Real Task Ahead (Il)

The difficult task of refuting Western
thought and rooting out its civilization and
culture can only be executed in the real
sense by those who have drunk deep at
the fountains of wisdom and knowledge
that flow from the Quran. It would be
possible for these individuals to write a
new ‘Refutation’’ of the philosophers of
today and mount a crushing ‘attack’? upon
modern logicians. In a word, they will
check effectively the flood of atheism and
materialism which has been carrying away
the human mind for the last two hundred
years.

Besides this, they will have to undertake
the positive task of initiating a new Islamic
philosophical theology or Kalam, so that
the facts discovered in the domains of
mathematics, physics, astronomy, biology,
and psychology may be assigned a proper
place in the framework of Islamic beliefs.
There is no inherent contradiction
between the facts of these sciences and
the tenets of Iman. The facts of physical
sciences point partially to the same
Absolute Reality which is comprehended
through [/man. Forty years ago, Dr.
Muhammad Igbal set a precedence for
this sort of work through the seven
the title,

‘Reconstruction of Religious Thought in

lectures published under

C19 )

K 12023 1371903/,1445 5013522016 D IR e i

Islam®. The followers of Igbal have,

however, rather inappropriately
concentrated on the nature of law, lima
and /itihad in Islam, which are in fact not
to the

philosophical aspect of his book. In fact,

directly related religious and
his real purpose was the reconstruction
and reformulation of the philosophical
theology of Islam and his work is highly
stimulating and thought-provoking in this
regard. He did not claim that his word was
final or perfect. He himself observed in the
preface:
As knowledge advances and
fresh avenues of thought are
opened, other views and
probably sounder views than
those set forth in these lectures,
are possible. Our duty is to
watch carefully the progress of
human thought and to maintain
an independent critical attitude
towards it.
this task had been

continued on lines suggested by Dr.

Therefore, if

Igbal and some talented and dedicated
individuals had devoted their lives to
Qur'anic research, making it the hub
and center of their intellectual activity,
quite valuable and substantial work

would have been produced by now.
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